STOP PARAMILITARY ENVIRONMENTALISM

An open letter to Bruce Hayse, <hayseb@hotmail.com>
Director & Founder: African Rainforests & Rivers 

iday, February 27, 2004 10:17 AM

Hello Bruce Hayse:

I was dismayed (putting it mildly) to learn online out about your African Rainforests and Rivers organization arming and training (using S.A. mercenaries) a private paramilitary to "defend" natural resources in CAR. This is what happened in Zimbabwe, and some other places, and it’s a form of terrorism, or -- at the very least -- generally turns out that way.

I spoke with a few people I know about it -- folks who know about Africa, Human Rights, development etc  -- and (almost) everyone pretty much said what I felt myself. (One person mildly defended it.) It’s treating the symptoms, not the problem, and it has the potential be nothing short of murder. That's the nature of private armies.

I'm sure you have a good heart, and believe you are doing the right thing. However, perhaps you should rethink your approach, and examine your wealth and privilege, and the preconceptions that your entire program is based on. You've been getting some press, which means that someone likes what you are doing, but those someone's are generally supportive of this kind of myopic attempt to exert control over Africa (from the U.S.)

Your program revolves around brute force and violence, with an inherent or eventual absence of accountability (in a place like CAR), and it puts animals and trees first over people. It's like EARTH FIRST and Dave Foreman advocating to close US borders to keep out Latin American refugees and immigrants (so that they don’t eat up our resources) while never addressing the imperialist and racist and devastating environmental polices and programs -- by the State Department and multinational corporations -- that are destroying these (Latin American) people's resources, lives, families, etc.

Your program doesn't address the standard of life that YOU enjoy BECAUSE of the exploitation of CAR by the US (west), and it doesn’t address the US/French military adventurism, for example, which allows you to come and go and never have to suffer the brutal realities of life -- and death -- in Africa (CAR).  You can drop in or drop out at any moment. Indeed, you may one day find people calling to put you on trial in the international criminal court. From the web articles I've seen I believe that at least a few good folks have suggested as much to you and you have blazed ahead anyways.

(It crosses my mind that you may have ulterior profit-based motives that haven’t been illuminated.)

Fact is, some of the "poachers" in CAR are using weapons provided by the US, or US client states, and some were trained by US covert ops, or green berets, and some are just ordinary people struggling to feed their families. Did you address the human rights record of the CAR military with the president? Did you address the devastating IMF polices with him? Did you address the shipments of diamonds or coltan that have left DRC through CAR?

Your program reminds me of the Nazi SS contingent at Buchenwald concentration camp who issued a very strict edict that anyone (Nazi soldier) caught abusing the animals in Buchenwald's private SS zoo would be brutally dealt with. Meanwhile, the SS leadership was insuring the slaughter of thousands of gypsies, blacks, dissidents, homosexuals, petty thieves and a few (seventy thousand?) Jews interned there.

This email only scratches the surface of the problem. How about doing the right thing?

"There is an easy way to stop terrorism," Noam Chomksy has said, "stop participating in it."

Vote for Ralph Nader, or don't bother.

keith harmon snow

www.allthingspass.com

P.S. You can find out about Bongo's involvement in Congo Brazza and CAR through Africa Confidential. I don’t have the details at my fingertips.
