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Healthy Tomorrow / Sini Sanuman 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
March 30, 2004
LOCAL NGO SAVING GIRLS’ LIVES IN MALI

Leverett, MA–March 30, 2004–In mid-March, Healthy Tomorrow affiliate Siaka Traore traveled to a village in rural Mali and talked the village elders out of performing an ancient traditional ceremony that would ruin the lives of over a hundred young girls. Having heard that over 100 girls were being readied for the traditional practice of female genital mutilation (FGM), Siaka, the director of Sini Sanuman–which means Healthy Tomorrow in the local Bambara language–and a volunteer convinced the village elders to cancel the ceremony and stop FGM forever.

“They went to the village of Fassa,” says Susan McLucas, the founder/director of Healthy Tomorrow, “where they had heard that the people were preparing for a big excision ceremony for over a hundred girls. They talked to lots of people, including the village chief, and now he has said that there will be no more excision in their village. If we are lucky, this might be the first of many villages, as happened in Senegal.”

Massachusetts-based Healthy Tomorrow works to support its sister NGO, Sini Sanuman, in Mali. Susan McLucas worked solo for five years in Mali prior to forming Healthy Tomorrow in 2002. In January 2003, she returned to Mali for an eight-month stay in Bamako, the capital city, where she directs the effort to stop female genital cutting. Ms. McLucas plans to return to Mali again soon, to capitalize on the new and exciting developments. 

Project Stop Excision, the main project of Healthy Tomorrow/Sini Sanuman, involves a consortium of over 45 major non-profit health, education and human rights organizations in Mali, including the Malian chapter of Amnesty International, and UN agencies, working to stop FGM. 

FGM causes untold physical and emotional suffering, health complications and death to women and girls in Asia, Africa and the Middle East. While there is a lot of support for FGM, and the various forms it takes, there is growing domestic and cultural resistance against it. FGM was defined internationally as a basic violation of women’s human rights in 1993.

Since January, Sini Sanuman has gathered over 14,000 signatures on the Pledge Against Excision, which commits signers to stopping the excision of women and girls. The CD album Stop Excision is frequently played on radio stations in Mali, raising public awareness through songs by some of Mali’s internationally renowned musicians. Other recent successes of Project Stop Excision include gaining the support of Bamako’s most influential Muslim cleric, Ousmane Cherif Haidara, a charismatic local Imam, who draws crowds of thousands to fill the local soccer stadium, and who has spoken out publicly against the practice.

(For further information, to purchase a Stop Excision CD, to join or support Healthy Tomorrow/Sini Sanuman, please see: < www.stopexcision.net >. Watch for our new web site, coming soon (same address)! 

Healthy Tomorrow Director Susan McLucas can be reached at < susanMcL@StopExcision.net > and HT/SS Secretary keith harmon snow at < keith@allthingspass.com > or (413) 549-5318 or (this email address).















