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ZPC Effort Benefits Women and Girls in Mali 

“Want to bring life to women and girls in Mali as a meaningful Christmas gift for someone you love? Make a donation to Healthy Tomorrow in the name of a friend or family member and receive a CD compilation of some of Mali’s greatest musicians.”

This is the message to shoppers that was shared by local members of the Zen Peacemaker Circle (Montague, MA) and the Zen Center on Main Street (Northampton) who worked the sidewalk in Northampton to help raise funds to support Project Stop Excision < http://www.stopexcision.net >, a major initiative working to stop the traditional practice of female genital mutilation in Sub-Saharan Africa.

“We set up a table in downtown and we received donations of about $460,” says Northampton resident Margi Gregory, who organized the effort with the support of PCI and ZPC’s Teiju Corbett, “I really enjoyed it, and it felt good just to do something very simple, straightforward and kind—something concrete that would have a really good chance of benefiting girls lives directly.” 

“I was amazed at all the people who had connections to Africa,” said Ms. Gregory, a member of the two Zen organizations who provided the public with educational materials and offered copies of the CD “Stop Excision” < http://www.stopexcision.net/artists.html >, produced in collaboration with some of Mali’s most famous and internationally renowned musicians. Passers-by loved the music playing on a boom-box: some wanted to buy a CD, indifferent to where the money went, while others who gave money to the project were indifferent to receiving anything, and supported Project Stop Excision, they said, because it was “the right thing to do.”

Zen members decided to support the Somerville-based organization Healthy Tomorrow, a non-profit working solely to support their sister organization in Mali, Sini Sanuman, after receiving an email about Project Stop Excision from Peacemaker Circle International’s editor/writer keith harmon snow, who is also a member of the Advisory Board for Healthy Tomorrow. 

“What compelled me to do this is that I have daughters of my own,” said Ms. Gregory, “and so when I heard about the project I was thinking about young girls and women in Mali and about working to help them be safe, and be able to enjoy an affectionate relationship with their husbands, and to live happy, healthy lives. I wanted to do something meaningful.” 

Project Stop Excision, the main project of Healthy Tomorrow/Sini Sanuman, involves a consortium of over 45 major non-profit health, education and human rights organizations in Mali, including the Malian chapter of Amnesty International, who are allied against female genital mutilation. Causing untold suffering, health complications and death to women and girls in Asia, Africa and the Middle East, FGM has even spread, through immigration, to the United States and Europe. While there is a lot of support for FGM, and the various forms it takes, there is significant domestic and cultural resistance in many parts of the world against it. FGM was defined internationally as a basic violation of women’s human rights in 1993.

"We are thrilled at what the Zen people were able to do, to help further our work in Mali, mobilizing the society to stop cutting their girls,” said Susan McLucas, Executive Director of Healthy Tomorrow.  “It shows that people are really concerned about the problem of FGM.  It's very encouraging. The exciting news from Mali is that our main person, Siaka, has been meeting with the attorney general and others in the Justice Dept about what a law against excision should look like.”

Ms. McLucas worked solo for five years in Mali prior to forming Healthy Tomorrow in 2002. In January, 2003, she returned to Mali for an eight-month stay in Bamako, the capital city, where she directs the effort to stop female genital cutting, and is now back in the U.S. seeking further support. 

Since January, Sini Sanuman—the Malian team—has gathered over 12,000 signatures on the Pledge Against Excision, which commits signers to stopping the excision of women and girls they know, defending others they don’t know, and speaking out against the practice. The album Stop Excision is frequently played on radio stations in Mail, raising public awareness through songs where musicians speak out against the practice. 

Other recent successes of Project Stop Excision include gaining the support of Bamako’s most influential Muslim cleric, Ousmane Cherif Haidara, a charismatic local Imam, who draws crowds of thousands to fill the local soccer stadium, with hundreds turned away, and who has spoken out publicly against the practice.

“We don’t have any shiny new $40,000 SUV’s driving around the desert for this project,” says Healthy Tomorrow’s boardmember keith harmon snow. “We have provided a salary of $10 a day for Siaka Traore, Sini Sanuman’s Deputy Director, who is key, but most everyone associated with Project Stop Excision is a volunteer. What pleases me about the project is the reality of making a difference. Every penny counts. Every girl saved counts. So we want to thank everyone who has supported this project in any way, and we want them to recognize that they are saving lives and bringing to women and, especially young girls, a life of hope, health and happy beginnings.”

Information about Project Stop Excision can be found at:  < www.stopexcision.net > (new web site under development). Healthy Tomorrow Executive Director Susan McLucas ca be reached at < susanMcL@StopExcision.net > and keith harmon snow, keith@allthingspass.com.
















