Editor, Greenfield Recorder

RE: Cell Tower Deceptions

September 3, 2002

Letter to the Editor: 

At a recent public hearing held in Conway on the proposed cell tower, AT&T sent in a team of experts to set the record straight about their cell tower plans. This meeting was poorly advertised, and it happened very quickly. Perhaps most Conway residents don’t care about the issue, and so they didn’t come. On the other hand, the rushed hearing tactic is used quite successfully to bulldoze public interests in favor of corporations. The nuclear industry provides the best example. 

One of the “experts” who presented in favor of AT&T’s wireless technologies was Joshua Cohen, a Ph.D. from the Harvard Center of Risk Analysis (HCRA). 

It is outrageous that a private profit-seeking corporation (AT&T) would employ an “expert” on scientific issues without disclosing AT&T’s business relationships with this Harvard affiliated institution. It is even more outrageous that the select board would allow a corporation to so deceive the public without guaranteeing a balanced discussion by providing independent or public presenters. That is a perfect example of how the Conway select board – like so many other select boards -- fails to serve the constituency that they ostensibly represent.

The Harvard Center for Risk Analysis is an industry front funded by over 100 of the world’s largest and most undemocratic corporations. Mr. Cohen in his PhD capacity failed to mention that the HCRA is funded by AT&T and the Wireless Technology Research Foundation and others. 

Mr. Cohen forgot to tell Conway residents that the HCRA advisers and executives have numerous interlocking business relationships with major cell tower interests like Radian Corporation, a subsidiary of ONEX Corporation: a leading manufacturer of communication towers and the only independent manufacturer of tall broadcast towers in North America. This is a booming billion-dollar business.

Mr. Cohen failed to disclose the fees he has received from AT&T -- and other telecoms interests -- to join their executive entourage and -- through his credentials and the power of the association with Harvard University -- deceive the public about the objectivity and honesty of the science he speaks for. 

Indeed, in a letter to Harvard President Dr. Barry Bloom expressing professional and ethical objections to the substantial commercial ties of the HCRA, Michael Jacobson, Ph.D, executive director of the Washington D.C. Center for Science in the Public Interest, wrote that “the Center’s ties to industry are so substantial as to undermine its credibility as a bonafide educational institution committed to the search for unbiased truth.”  Dr. Jacobson urged Harvard to sever it ties to the HCRA.

David Ropeik, HCRA’s Director of Communications – and a leading member of the Society of Environmental Journalists – is a regular contributor to National Public Radio. An entire chapter in his soon-to-be-released book discounts the problems of wireless technologies and cell towers without introducing or discussing the huge volume of evidence indicating the negative health effects. It is a ruse, and it is funded and advertised by the media, and carried by NPR, precisely because it serves corporate interests.  

Unlike others concerned about the potential health risks of wireless technology -- but cowed by the science -- I am unwilling to tow the corporate line by taking the position that the “science is uncertain.” Take asbestos, DDT and PCBs – and ignore the most blatant examples of tobacco and radioactivity – and you will find that the use of these substances continues in some parts of the world on the basis that “there is no scientific consensus” on the health effects. Is it surprising, given that objective studies are not funded? Or that researchers grovel for funds from military and corporate entities? 

GE continues to fund studies -- and advertise them with the unquestioning support of the media  -- that set out a priori to prove that PCBs are not carcinogenic. Ditto for the companies and consequences of wireless technologies. But cell phones cause brain tumors. Electromagnetic radiation disrupts living tissues at the most basic level: the cell. Children (and the fetus) are highest risk. Microwave technologies and electromagnetic energy are used by the military – as integral components of weapons systems -- precisely because they are detrimental to life.     

Evidence of the health risks abounds. It is buried, suppressed, hidden, unreported. It is more insidious, in fact, in that these corporations already know the answers, but need to recoup huge capital and R&D investments, and the profits of a burgeoning, new, exiting, technology. Isn’t the industry resistance to research alone reason for serious concern?

People’s choice is at issue here. It is one thing to choose to use a cell phone knowing you are radiating your brain, and another to deny that knowledge to people who might find the risks unacceptable. Similarly, which parent is willing to sacrifice their child to the electromagnetic diseases created by a cell tower near the Conway grammar school?

Perhaps the most outrageous is the possibility that some local landowner might sell out the public trust, earning huge annual royalties, while irradiating his/her friends, family and neighbors (abutters). It is not about the land, it is about the unseen electromagnetic energies propagated in our atmospheric mediums. 

No one would argue the benefits of a cell phone in an emergency. However, there is a significant difference between emergency and privilege, and when such privilege dictates loss of local autonomy (democracy) and potential loss of individual life, it then takes on the characteristics of fascism.

keith harmon snow, Williamsburg, MA
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