Keith,

On Africa, great topics, but not for me.  I know much too little about them to comment sensibly.  And just have no time even to think about it, let alone do any of the research that would be required, by Friday -- or even beyond.  Way too many irons in the fire already, I'm afraid.

Noam

At 04:35 PM 11/12/2003 -0500, you wrote:

Hello Noam:

As much as possible, I'd like to focus our interview on Africa, with a propensity to further focus around Congo(Zaire)/Rwanda. I also have a few questions which do not strictly attend to Africa.

Certainly, even if you are not fully up to date on the covert US/Euro roles there you have a wealth of insight into the position of Africa vis-a-vis the national security apparatus and the imperatives of exploitation regarding access to raw materials, staging bases, training grounds, and other elite military, economic and industrial adventurism.  Then there is the entire spectrum of discourses and realities revolving around "terrorism" : the Islamic threat; the legitimate resistance to neocolonial control.

Using Africa as case study, topics of discussion might include:

* the structural factors of the propaganda system

* the efficacy of the propaganda

* the political economy of human rights

* client vrs. enemy states

* Mobutu, Eyadema

* private intelligence companies

I know you have talked about Sudan and the bombing of the pharmaceutical company. Of course, Reagan and Bush Sr. had quite a tight link with the former government in the 1980's, when the war broke out, and the (Christian) Sudan People's Liberation Army has benefitted over the past decade (at least) from green beret training, covert weapons "humanitarian relief" shipments,etc. Everything goes through Museveni -- the golden boy -- and the US pearl of africa on its way to war in Sudan, DRC and Rwanda.

Just yesterday the UN released a new report on DRC: "Human Rights Situation Remains Bleak". In some parts of eastern DRC, where diamonds and gold and coltan (cell phones) are mined, population surveys are meaningless: children under 6 are entirely absent. Over 4 million people died between 1998 and 2002, and its mostly off the agenda -- even of progressive social action groups (e.g. AFSC). Rape is widespread, sowing aids and terror, by armed factions allied with external players. Its unfathomable -- the suffering and violence -- even by people like me whom have seen it.

Human Rights Watch has only recently pressed in any significant way the issue of the corporate connections (see e.g. http://www.hrw.org/africa/congo.php) and they remain very biased in favor of the US-sponsored regimes of Kagame and Museveni. I think perhaps there are over 7 million dead in the Central Africa region since the US proxy invasion of Rwanda in 1994. Add to that Sudan, Sierra Leone, Angola, Liberia, C.A.R. -- now Guniea. Weapons keep flowing in.

Have you seen the book Genocide and Covert Operations in Africa 1993-1999 (Wayne Madsen)?

No matter the horrible brutality and permanent states of terror inculcated by the regimes in Eq. Guinea, Togo, Cameroon, Gabon -- these remain in complete whiteout, oil ever flowing and investments increasing, and -- e.g. -- with major smokescreen articles like the recent story in National Geographic extolling the virtues of these "leaders" -- no matter that torture is commonplace and terror is a strategic instrument of control. National Geo really praises Bongo, no matter that some 2000 students were massacred (circa Tianamen) in Port Gentil and dissidents are routinely taken out in oil company helicopters, mutilated and dropped into the oil-derrick ocean.

Then there is the new CONGO BASIN FOREST INITIATIVE orchestrated by Colin Powell in August, and signed by Kagame, Kabila (jr), Museveni, Omar Bongo, Dos Santos, Paul Biya and Congo-Brazzavile, which involves the US timber and petroleum industries, USAID, NASA (?) -- but really just further institutionalizing the structures and imperatives of the national security apparatus?

Every so often the New Yorker or Atlantic Monthly or NYTimes Magazine comes out with the standard nonsense, and (US) people eat it up, because these "unbiased investigative journals" feed them what they want: tribalism, hopelessness, sexual licentiousness, unmanageable diseases, the coming anarchy -- something to be afraid of perhaps, and ultimately dismiss (?). Anyways, its the same old story. Unfortunately, even progressive venues like Project Censored (2004) continue to pump out narrow articles suggesting that some "new imperialism threatens Africa" -- as if it wasn't there all along.

I don't expect you to embark on a major research project for this interview, please conserve your energy.  

Please feel free to share any concerns /questions/ideas you have prior to Friday. 

All things pass, so too will i.

keith harmon snow

Peacemaker Circle International

413.367.2048 ext. 7#

