From: Noam Chomsky <Chomsky@mit.edu>

Date: Mon Dec 15 2003 16:46:13 –0500

To: keith harmon snow <keith@peacemakercircle.org>(By way of Noam Chomsky <Chomsky@mit.edu>)

Subject: Syria et al

I follow some, but not closely.

Carol (my wife) was not the only one infuriated by the New Yorker gossip column.  Just about everyone who was "quoted" felt the same way.  Before it appeared, an insider at the New Yorker, who can't be named, told me what it would be like, and the reasons: according to him, I've been very high on their hate list for years because of Israel.  It's true that they have published some very vicious and stupid stuff; this is not the first case.  In fact, when they asked me to agree to an interview for this, I refused, explaining to the editor what had happened with earlier "interviews" there.  He swore that this time it would be an honest article.  Naively, I went along, as did others.

At 01:21 PM 12/15/2003 -0500, you wrote:

Hello Noam:

Do you follow events in Syria? If you have written anything about the situation on the ground there, vis-a-vis Washington, especially the FATWA of last spring, please direct me to it. Our organization is working there.

Re:  "Fatwa of Shaikh Ahmad Kuftaro, Grand Mufti of Syria on the American aggressive campaign against the brotherly Iraqi Peop."

In Article "2. Muslims must use all possible means to repel the aggressors including martyr operations."

See: http://www.studyquran.com/English/statement.htm
Also, i keep wanting to ask you:  According to that nasty New Yorker article, your wife doesn't love you very much, and wishes perhaps she married someone else. (That seems to be the closing theme). What do you say to that?

thank you.

All things pass, so too will i.

keith harmon snow

Peacemaker Circle International

413.367.2048 ext. 7#

another email same day:

From: Noam Chomsky <chomsky@mit.edu>

Date: Mon Dec 15, 2003  5:09:15  PM US/Eastern

To: keith harmon snow <keith@peacemakercircle.org> (by way of Noam Chomsky <chomsky@mit.edu>)

Subject: Re: CUBA

I don't have any connection or solidarity network, I'm afraid.

At 04:24 PM 12/15/2003 -0500, you wrote:

Hello Noam:

Also, I want to go to Cuba, and keep forgetting to ask you if you have a connection with Fidel? Or a solidarity network that might receive me?

thank you.

All things pass, so too will i.

keith harmon snow

Peacemaker Circle International

413.367.2048 ext. 7#

From: "andrea@andreaburns.com" <andrea@andreaburns.com>

Date: Tue Dec 16, 2003  3:55:34  PM US/Eastern

To: keith@peacemakercircle.org

Subject: RE: note from Noam chomsky

Reply-To: andrea@andreaburns.com

Keith,

I discontinued my subscription to the New Yorker because of its awful

politics, but I 

kept the issue with the Chomsky article. I really thought it was hateful,

as you did, and 

I'm glad you asked about it. It makes complete sense because of his

criticism of Israel-

I thought that at the time.

It's interesting you asked about Syria. I'm wondering about Turkey, because

he seems 

to have mentioned that country quite a bit lately. Is he writing about it

do you know? 

I think it is so cool that you have a "relationship/association" with Noam

Chomsky. I 

can't think of anyone worthier. 

Do you still think you can send the Wingspan issue with your article and

our pictures? 

I really would like to get some freelance work and would love to perhaps

talk with you 

about that. I know you told me all sorts of things to do but my mind is a

sieve and I 

think it all floated away. 

I hope you are well and I look forward to reading your interview and maybe

catching 

up with you after Christimas...

-Andrea

From: Noam Chomsky <chomsky@mit.edu>

Date: Tue Dec 16, 2003  9:12:11  PM US/Eastern

To: keith harmon snow <keith@peacemakercircle.org> (by way of Noam Chomsky <chomsky@mit.edu>)

Subject: Re: New Yorker

Amazing reaction -- "critical even of the left"?  Meaning to the left of Attila the Hun?

If you'd like to cite Carol, I'd suggest that you contact her directly.  She wouldn't appreciate citation second-hand.  carol@chomsky.net.

Noam

At 04:08 PM 12/16/2003 -0500, you wrote:

Hello

Well, perhaps you understand better than any of us what effect that kind of smear has on people. Folks I know have shown it to me as proof of the New Yorker's capacity for investigative journalism, to be critical even of the left, or some such nonsense. Like any "effective" propaganda, it partially sucked me in -- on first reading -- but it was also the straw that broke the camels back, more revealing (about their agenda) than even they intended. Feel free to tell Carol that I welcome her critique of the New Yorker, and would incorporate it into the writings I will be doing about you and your work.

keith harmon snow

Peacemaker Circle International

413.367.2048 ext. 7#

